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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pubhc  Health  Committee. 

Madam  and  Gentdemen, 


April,  <t926.Y 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Fifty-second  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  Stafford. 


The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instruc¬ 
tions  contained  in  Circular  No.  648  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
dated  loth  December,  1925.  It  is  regarded  as  a  Survey 
Report,  and  contains  certain  features  which  are  only  asked 
for  at  five  yearly  intervals. 


Examination  of  the  statistics  presented  will  show  that 
the  health  of  the  town  has  improved,  the  fall  in  the  Death 
rate  and  Infant  Mortality  rate  being  particularly  en¬ 
couraging. 

During  the  five  years,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  water 
supply  has  been  extended,  in  particular  to  Doxey,  and  the 
mains  rendered  safe  from  accidental  stoppage.  Sewers 
have  been  laid  to  the  Doxey  and  Rising  Brook  areas,  while 
the  long  needed  modernisation  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
is  in  hand.  The  insanitary  wooden  refuse  tubs  have  been 
largely  replaced  by  covered  metal  bins. 

The  important  question  of  Housing  has  received  con¬ 
tinued  attention,  and,  although  much  remains  to  be  done, 
the  housing  conditions  of  many  in  the  town  have  been 
improved. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  has  grown  con¬ 
siderably,  and  the  appointment  of  a  second  Health  Visitor 
together  with  the  improved  Centre  premises  should  enable 
it  to  continue  to  expand.  In  this  connection  the  next  matter 
for  consideration  is  perhaps  the  question  of  Maternity  Beds. 


The  establishment  of  two  Grade  A  milk  supplies  will,  it 
is  hoped,  lead  to  a  general  improvement  in  the  milk  supply 
of  the  town. 

In  addition  to  further  housing  schemes,  particularly  for 
the  poorer  workers,  the  provision  of  better  playgrounds  for 
children  is  under  consideration,  and  wiU  be  of  great  benefit 
in  these  days  of  faster  traffic  and  dangerous  streets. 

Other  matters  calling  for  attention  as  opportunity  arises 
are  the  abolition  of  slop  closets  and  some  concentration  of  the 
slaughter  houses  in  the  town,  with  or  without  a  public 
abattoir. 

I  have  particularly  to  thank  Dr.  Parkinson  for  his 
valuable  contribution  on  Tuberculosis,  also  Mr.  Drury  and 
Miss  Suffield  for  their  help  in  preparing  the  report. 

I  am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  T.  MACNAB. 


REPORT 


I.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,420  acres 

Ponulation  'Census,  1921  ...  .  28,635 

"  I  Registrar-General  s  estimate,  1925  29,030 

Density  of  population  or  number  of  persons  per 

acre,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.5 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  ...  5,642 

Number  of  families,  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  .  5,964 

Number  of  rooms  per  person  (1921)  ...  ...  1.13 

Rateable  value  (General  District  Rate  on  ist 

April,  1925)  . £i2g,oS2 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £515 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  oi  the  District. 

The  Town  is  comparatively  flat,  the  difference  between 
the  highest  and  lowest  levels  being  only  about  40  feet.  The 
average  altitude  is  about  250  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 
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It  may  be  divided  roughly  into  an  ^ast  and  West 
Watershed,  both  draining  into  the  River  Sow. 

The  subsoil  is  mainly  gravel. 

When  the  River  is  in  flood  a  considerable  area  of  land 
within  the  Borough  is  under  water,  but  the  flood  water 
rapidly  passes  away. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  occupations  are  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacture, 
and  General  and  Electrical  Engineering.  No  evidence  has, 
as  yet,  been  produced  which  points  to  widespread  effects  of 
any  particular  local  industry  upon  health,  except  for  the  fact 
that  tuberculosis  is  somewhat  prevalent  among  boot  and 
shoe  operatives. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population. — The  estimated  increase  in  the  population 
is  greater  than  that  shown  by  the  figures  already  quoted,  as 
the  Census  population  includes  637  soldiers  enumerated  at 
the  Detention  Barracks.  Allowing  for  this,  the  population 
is  estimated  to  have  increased  from  27,998  to  29,030  (i.e., 
by  1,032)  in  the  four  years. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  as 
belonging  to  the  district  during  the  year  was  486  (Males  255, 
Females  231),  compared  with  449  in  the  previous  year.  There 
were  17  illegitimate  births  (Males  9,  Females  8).  The  birth 
rate  is  16.7  per  thousand,  compared  with  18.3  the  rate  for  the 
157  Smaller  Towns  of  England  and  Wales.  Since  1921, 
when  the  rate  was  20.4,  it  has  remained  fairly  steady  at 
about  its  present  value. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as 
belonging  to  the  district  was  269  (Males  135,  Females  134), 
giving  a  death  rate  of  9.3  per  thousand,  that  for  the  157 
Smaller  Towns  being  11.2.  This  is  the  third  succevssive  year 
in  which  the  death  rate  has  been  low.  The  figures  for  the 
past  five  years  being  : — ii.i,  11.2,  8.8,  9.7,  9.3. 
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The  causes  of  death  are  shown  below  : — 


Causes  of  Death.  ! 

Males. 

Females,  j 

Total. 

i 

Enteric  Fever  .  ! 

. 

T 

--  - 

Small- Pox  .  i 

‘  _ 

_ 

Measles . 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

3 

5 

Diphtheria  . 

I 

— 

I 

Influenza  . 

7 

5 

12 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

I 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  . 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

15 

12 

27 

Other  Tuberciflous  Diseases  . 

2 

3 

5 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

14 

13 

27 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

I 

I 

Diabetes  . 

— 

I 

I 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . 

13 

1 1 

24 

Heart  Disease  . 

15 

15 

30 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

15 

12 

27 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

7 

8 

15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  . 

I 

I 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Diver  . 

I 

I 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis . 

4 

2 

6 

Puerperal  .sepsis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
pregnancy  and  parturition  . 

I 

I 

Congenital  debility  and  malforma¬ 
tion,  premature  birth  . 

8 

2 

10 

Suicide  . 

2 

2 

Other  deaths  from  violence . 

4 

I 

5 

Other  defined  Diseases  . 

23 

32 

55 

Causes  ill -defined  or  unknown  . 

Total  Deaths  . 

135 

i  134 

269 

The  figures  for  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza  are 
higher  than  last  year,  those  for  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease 
lower,  but  on  the  whole  the  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  the 
various  causes  shows  little  change. 
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Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child 
birth : — 

from  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

from  other  causes  (Post  partum  haemorrhage)  i 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo  births  : 
I/egitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

^I^  ^)t  al  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^  r 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortahty  for  1925, 
and  also  for  the  previous  ten  years. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Rate  per 

1000  births. 

1915 

50 

525 

95 

1916 

35 

503 

69 

1917 

33 

497 

66 

1918 

47 

461 

102 

1919 

40 

498 

80 

1920 

41 

622 

66 

1921 

44 

595 

74 

1922 

35 

496 

70 

1923 

27 

491 

55 

1924 

33 

449 

73 

Average  for  10  years 

38.5 

513.7 

74-9 

1925 

25 

486 

51 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  is  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough,  and  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  figure  (74)  recorded  for  the  Smaller 
Towns  of  England  and  Wales. 
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Of  the  25  infant  deaths,  10  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  month,  giving  a  neo-natal  death  rate  of  20.6,  com¬ 
pared  with  37.9  last  year,  and  it  is  in  this  portion  of  the 
rate  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  has  fallen. 

Among  the  other  15  deaths,  5  were  those  of  children  who 
had  attended  the  Welfare  Centre  and  10  of  those  who  did 
not  attend.  As  more  than  half  the  infants  are  brought  to 
the  Centre  it  is  seen  that  the  Welfare  babies  suffer  much  less 
than  their  share. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. — ^There  were  ii  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  Zymotic  Diseases.  The  zymotic  death  rate  was 
0.38,  compared  with  0.68,  the  average  during  the  preceding 
ten  years. 


Deaths  from 


M  ff 


Scarlet  fever  (all  ages) 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ,, 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Total 

Zymotic 

Deaths 

II 


Death  rates  for  : — 


Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc.  . . . 

...  1.58 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  0.93 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

...  1. 10 

Cancer 

...  0.93 

Poor  Law  Relief. 


Mr.  Wilton,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  following  figures  which  apply  to  the 
whole  of  the  Stafford  Union : —  £  s  d 

Actual  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in  1925  6794  13  o 

Average  yearly  expenditure  in  out-door 

relief  in  the  previous  five  years  ...  8170  4  2 


Number  of  inmates  of  Stafford  Poor  Law 

Institution  at  the  end  of  1925 .  121 

Average  number  of  inmates  for  previous 

five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Number  of  children  in  the  Cottage  Homes 

at  end  of  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  persons  who  received  out-door 

relief  in  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  1206 


\ 
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Compared  with  1913  there  appears  to  be  about  twice 
the  number  of  people  receiving  out-relief  at  a  cost  which, 
based  on  the  average  expenditure,  is  approximately  three 
times  greater. 


Gratuitous  Medical  Relief. 

The  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  which  is  within  the 
Borough,  receives  its  patients  not  only  from  the  town  but 
from  the  rural  area  around. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Collins,  the  Secretary,  kindly  supplies  the 
following  figures  for  1925  : — 


In-patients 
Out-patients 
Casualties 
Operations 
Dental  cases 


1056  Ophthalmic  cases  ...  ...  418 

2690  Bar,  nose  and  throat  cases  250 
1072  X-ray  cases .. .  ...  ...  1079 

705  Massage  and  Electricity  cases  96 
248 


Health  of  the  Town  during  the  Period,  1921-1925. 

There  are  no  noteworthy  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
to  record  for  the  period  under  review,  and  the  figures  given 
below  show  that  the  health  of  the  town  has  been  good  on  the 
whole  and  is  improving. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Death  rate  . 

ri .  I 

II .  2 

8.8 

9.7 

9-3 

Birth  rate  . 

20.4 

16.9 

16.7 

15.6 

16.7 

Infantile  Mortality  . 

74 

70 

55 

73 

51 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  rate  .... 

1.03 

0.99 

0.88 

1 .01 

0.93 

Total  Tuberculosis  rate  . 

1 .27 

1.23 

0.95 

1 . 22 

1 . 10 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc.,  rate 

2 . 20 

2 . 46 

1-33 

1-57 

1.58 

Influenza  deaths  . 

I 

15 

2 

6 

12 

Measles  deaths  . 

I 

A 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  deaths  . 

I 

7 

I 

5 

Cancer  deaths  . 

24 

31 

32 

32 

27 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  . 

78 

58 

lOI 

56 

99 

Diphtheria  cases  . 

31 

35 

20 

31 

10 

Encephalitis  Dethargica  cases  ... 

1 

13 

3 

II.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  AREA. 

Hospitals. 

(i)  Tubercui^osis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  in¬ 
stitutions  provided  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley  J  oint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 
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(z)  Maternity  Hospitals. — NiL 

(3)  Children’s  Hospitals. — The  general  accommodation 
of  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

(4)  Fever. — The  Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road 
(accommodation  nominally  22  beds)  is  provided  jointly  by 
the  Stafford  Borough  Council  and  the  Stafford  Rural  District 
Council. 

(5)  Small  Pox. — ^The  Corporation  have  obtained  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital 
Board,  and  are  thus  part  proprietors  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital 
at  Moxley,  to  which  any  cases  of  the  disease  will  be  admitted. 

(6)  General. — Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Stafford. 

(7)  Poor  Daw. — Stafford  Board  of  Guardians,  Marston 
Road. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  motor  ambulance,  provided  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  is  used  for  the  town  and  surrounding  district.  The 
ambulance,  which  is  housed  in  a  local  garage,  is  used  for 
general  ambulance  work,  and  also  for  infectious  cases  (subject 
to  disinfection).  Application  should  be  made  to  the  Police, 
Stafford  (Tel.  No.  i,  Stafford). 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — One 
Centre  at  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street,  provided  by  the 
Borough  Council,  and  staffed  by  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  with  assistance  from  the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare.  This 
centre  is  now  open  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  10  a.m. 
to  noon  and  from  2  to  4  p.ni.,  Wednesday  mornings  being  set 
apart  for  Ante-natal  cases. 

(b)  School  Clinic. — For  minor  ailments,  dental,  ear, 
nose  and  throat,  and  ophthalmic.  In  Mill  Bank.  Provided 
by  the  County  Education  Committee. 

(c)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — In  Mill  Bank,  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley 
Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

(d)  Orthopedic  Clinic. — In  premises  situated  in  the 
basement  of  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary.  Provided 
by  the  Stafford  Cripples’  Centre.  The  arrangements  under 
which  Child  Welfare  cases  are  able  to  benefit  from  this  are 
mentioned  under  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
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(e)  VbnerEai.  Diseases. — The  nearest  clinics  are  those 
provided  by  the  Stafford  County  Council  at  Wolverhampton, 
Stoke-on-Trent,  and  Dichfield  Hospitals. 


Home  Nursing. 

The  general  nursing  of  the  District  is  provided  by  the 
Stafford  District  Nurses’  Society,  Tipping  Street.  The 
Society  also  provides  nursing  for  cases  of  Measles  and  other 
ailments  of  the  young,  when  requested  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  do  so,  and  receives  an  annual  grant  from  the 
Council  for  this. 


Midwives. 

The  Council  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  practising 
midwives.  Seven  midwives  practised  in  the  Borough  during 
1925,  of  whom  six  were  certificated. 


Chemical  Work. 


Water  analysis  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst  at 
Wolverhampton.  The  reports  on  the  town  supply  from 
Milford  continue  to  be  most  satisfactory.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  latest  report : — 


Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  2i2°F  . 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

Chlorine  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  8o°F. 

Appearance  . 

Colour  thro’  2  feet  . 

Hardness  before  boiling  . 


Temporary  hardness 


Grains  per  gallon. 
16.24 
0.0 
0.0 
0.25 

1.33 

0.0 

clear. 

practically  colourless 

9-95° 

540° 

4-55° 


Bacterioeogicae  Examination  Organisms  per  c.c. 


On  gelatin  @  20°C .  3 

„  agar-agar  @  37°C . . .  o 

,,  ,,  phenolized  and  acidified  ...  o 


This  water  is  of  the  highest  organic  purity  and  is  also 
practically  sterile. 
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Adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  in  force  in  the  District. 

Date  of 
Adoption. 

Adoptive  Acts  Reeating  to  Pubeic  Heaeth. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  i8go  ...  i8gi 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  ...  ...  ...  i8gi 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts 
II.,  III.  (except  Sections  39  to  42  inclusive), 

IV.,  V.,  VI.,  and  X.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1923 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.  (except  Section 
34),  III.,  IV.,  and  V.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1926 

Docae  Acts. 

Stafford  Corporation  Acts  of  1876,  1880,  and  1896. 
Bye-Laws. 

Relating  to  Cleansing  Streets,  Slaughterhouses 

and  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1874 

Relating  to  Water  Closets  (made  under  Stafford 

Corporation  Act,  1896)  ...  ...  ...  1897 

Relating  to  Noxious  or  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  1923 

Relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  1914 

Regueations. 

As  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  1908 


m.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply. 

Mr.  Plant,  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  states  : — 
This  is  ample  for  the  whole  of  the  District,  and  has  in¬ 
variably  been  of  the  highest  quality.  In  his  latest  report 
the  analyst  states  ‘  the  water  is  of  the  highest  organic  purity 
and  practically  sterile.’  The  supply  is  constant,  and  the 
source  is  from  the  pebble  beds  of  the  new  red  sandstone 
formation.” 

During  the  period  under  review  the  mains  have  been 
extended  to  Doxey  with  the  result  that  unsafe  shallow  wells 
are  no  longer  relied  upon  for  drinking  water,  all  but  seven¬ 
teen  of  the  houses  there  having  been  connected  to  the  system. 

The  service  main  from  Milford  has  been  duplicated,  thus 
safeguarding  the  supply  of  the  town  from  accidental  or  other 
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temporary  stoppage.  The  present  reservoir  holds  less  than 
a  day’s  supply  for  the  present  needs  of  the  town,  and  the 
Council  has  passed  a  scheme  to  provide  an  additional  one  to 
hold  a  million  gallons,  which  will  almost  treble  the  capacity 
available. 

In  all  about  7,000  properties  are  supplied  including  a 
population  of  about  30,500. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

As  the  town  is  drained  entirely  on  the  separate  system 
a  certain  amount  of  pollution  is  caused  by  foul  Hquid  being 
thrown  on  to  the  yards  at  the  rear  of  houses,  and  this  finds 
its  way  into  the  brook  courses.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
check  this.  The  new  sewage  disposal  works  will  put  an  end 
to  the  pollution  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  old  system 
which  was  recognised  just  before  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1914. 

In  1923-25  a  number  of  analyses  of  water  from  the  Sow 
and  Penk  were  made  for  the  Standing  Committee  on  Rivers 
Pollution  in  connection  with  their  Survey  of  the  Trent 
Watershed.  These  have  shown  no  evidence  of  any  harmful 
pollution  although  the  water  throughout  its  course  is  in  a 
rather  poor  state  of  oxygenation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

As  stated  above,  the  town  is  drained  entirely  on  the 
separate  system,  the  whole  of  the  surface  water  being  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  river  or  brook-courses.  The  sewage 
gravitates  to  the  Sewage  Reception  Tank  at  the  Corporation 
Depot,  Eammascote  Road,  from  whence  it  is  pumped  to  the 
Precipitation  Tanks,  and  there  treated  with  chemicals  and 
finally  purified  on  land.  The  filtration  area  is  insufficient 
for  the  growing  needs  of  the  Borough,  and  as  no  more  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Farm  is  available  a  scheme  for 
treating  the  whole  of  the  sewage  on  the  Activated  Sludge 
principle  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
first  section  of  this  scheme  has  been  constructed,  and  is  already 
in  operation. 

Since  the  last  Survey  Report  sewers  have  been  laid  to 
drain  the  Doxey  and  Rising  Brook  areas,  and  the  majority 
of  the  houses  in  these  districts  are  now  connected  to  the  new 
sewers. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  4,185  water  closets  with  flushing 
cisterns  and  2,283  waste  water  closets  in  the  Borough.  The 
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number  of  pail  and  midden  privies  is  about  23  in  outlying 
houses. 

The  waste  water  closets  still  continue  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  trouble.  Out  of  1,886  stoppages,  1,541  were  in  waste 
water  closets. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  employ  two  men  whose 
full  time  is  occupied  in  clearing  obstructed  W.C.s,  which  are 
thus  dealt  with  very  promptly.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
persuade  owners  to  convert  into  pedestal  water  closets,  and 
the  Public  Health  Committee  offer  fittings  for  this  purpose 
at  cost  price  to  owners.  This  offer,  however,  does  not  meet 
with  acceptance,  perhaps  because  of  the  difficulty  of  finding 
someone  to  do  the  work  of  fixing,  but  also  because  many  of 
the  waste  water  closets  were  originally  privies,  and  are  so  far 
from  the  house  and  so  dilapidated  that  it  would  not  be  a 
good  proposition  to  convert,  the  owner  having  to  face  the 
cost  of  providing  a  new  building  nearer  the  house  with  a 
better  fall  to  the  drain. 

During  the  last  five  years  97  of  these  slop  closets  and  7 
privies  have  been  abolished,  pedestal  W.C.s  with  flushing 
cisterns  being  substituted. 


Scavenging. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly,  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Corporation  destructor.  This  service  is  under  the  Borough 
Engineer. 

The  gradual  replacement  of  open  wooden  tubs  by  covered 
galvanised  iron  bins  has  been  continued  ;  and,  during  the 
year,  notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of  442  houses  calling 
on  the  owners  to  provide  such  receptacles. 

2,015  galvanised  bins  have  been  purchased  from  the 
Corporation  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  for  the 
abolition  of  the  uncovered  wooden  receptacles  about  five 
years  ago,  and,  in  addition,  a  considerable  number  have  been 
.obtained  privately. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Drury,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  presents 
the  following  table,  summarising  the  routine  work  of  the  year. 
The  scope  and  extent  of  this  work  continues  to  increase,  owing 
not  only  to  the  advance  of  the  town  but  also  to  the  steady 
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increase  in  Public  Health  legislation.  Its  importance  and 
the  part  it  plays  in  improving  the  health  of  the  town  have  been 
pointed  out  in  recent  annual  reports. 


No. 

of 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Informal 

I 

Statutory 

2 

Defects 

•  1 

2 

Visits  to  dwelling- 
houses  . 

3435 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

Houses  requiring 
cleansing  . 

4 

3 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

Structural  defects  . . . 

128 

72 

60 

13 

35 

6 

Housing  of  Working 
Classes  Act  . 

143 

8 

17 

2 

9 

Lodging-houses  . 

20 

I 

I 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

Factories  &  Work¬ 
shops  . 

180 

55 

55 

3 

41 

2 

Dairies  &  Milkshops 

46 

5 

5 

•  «  * 

4 

•  •  • 

Cowsheds  . 

66 

12 

10 

•  •  • 

7 

*  •  • 

Bakehouses  . 

35 

18 

II 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

Slaughterhouses  . 

581 

12 

8 

*  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

45 

24 

24 

•  «  • 

20 

•  •  • 

Canal  Boats . 

•  •  * 

•  •  « 

«  t  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

Ashpits  &  want  of  re¬ 
ceptacles  for  refuse. 

691 

442 

270 

7* 

182 

69 

Deposits  of  refuse  & 
manure  . 

23 

2 

2 

2 

•  *  • 

Water  Closets  . 

216 

161 

99 

29 

52 

21 

House  drainage  de¬ 
fects  . 

191 

94 

89 

23 

52 

13 

Water  supply  . 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Animals  improperly 
kept  . 

8 

3 

3 

I 

2 

I 

Offensive  Trades  other 
than  Fried  Fish 
Shops . 

10 

•  •  • 

t  •  » 

«  •  • 

1  #  •  • 

Defective  yard  pave¬ 
ments  . 

10 

6 

6 

4 

2 

I 

Other  nuisances  . 

21 

9 

9 

3 

5 

I 

Overcrowding  . 

2 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  * 

Goset  .stoppages 
cleared  . 

•  •  • 

1886 

•  •  • 

»  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5855 

2806 

664 

164 

423 

1  123 

Unwholesome  food  : — 

Number  of  surrenders 
Number  of  seizures 
Condemned  by  Magistrate 
Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale 
Convictions  for  exposing  for  sale 


..  225 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease  : — 

Dots  of  infected  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  142 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  139 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

Nine  fixed  observations  have  been  made  of  the  smoke 
emitted  from  various  chimneys  in  the  Borough  in  addition 
to  general  observations.  Interviews  have  been  held  and 
letters  written  in  a  number  of  cases.  The  town  is  fairly  clear 
of  smoke  except  at  the  extreme  north  end  where  the  Salt 
Works  are  situated.  Here  twenty- two  chimney  stacks  emit  a 
quantity  of  smoke  which  is  a  considerable  source  of  nuisance, 
although  there  is  no  great  volume  of  what  might  be  termed 
dense  black  smoke.  Fortunately  there  are  no  houses  on  that 
side  of  the  works  towards  which  the  prevailing  winds  cariy^ 
the  smoke,  but  it  appears  to  cause  damage  to  trees  in  the 
vicinity.  In  the  preparation  of  salt  by  evaporating  brine 
it  seems  difficult  to  avoid  the  production  of  this  smoke. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws 
or  Regulations. 


Cowkeepers 

...  21 

Milkshops 

...  25 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

...  4 

Offensive  Trades 

...  26 

Slaughterhouses 

...  20 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Borough  relating 
to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  there  is  no  need  for  regulations 
in  regard  to  underground  sleeping  rooms. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  now  26  Offensive  Trades  on  the  Register, 
of  which  23  are  fried  fish  shops,  fish  frying  having  been  de¬ 
clared  an  Offensive  Trade  on  June  i8th,  1923,  and  55  visits 
have  been  made  to  these  premises.  The  remainder  consists 
of  I  fellmonger,  i  rag  and  bone  merchant,  and  i  gut  scraper. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Inspections. — 61  inspections  of  Factories  and  119  of 
Workshops  and  Workplaces  were  made.  Fifty-five  defects 
were  discovered  and  action  was  taken  to  have  these  remedied 
where  necessary. 

Homework. — Lists  of  outworkers  were  received  as 
follows  : — 


Wearing  Apparel  (making) 

(Twice  a  year)  6  lists  relating  to  8  workmen. 

(Once  a  year)  2  lists  relating  to  9  workmen. 
Umbrellas  (once  a  year)  i  list  relating  to  i  workman. 

No  prosecutions  were  necessary,  but  in  one  case  work 
was  found  to  be  carried  on  under  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  were  remedied. 

Registered  Workshops. — The  workshops  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 


Bakehouses 

...  23 

Boot-making  and  repairing 

...  29 

Dressmaking 

•  •  5 

Tailors 

...  16 

Milliners 

...  7 

Cycle  and  Motor  repairing 

...  13 

Miscellaneous 

...  71 

164 

Miss  Suffield,  Health  Visitor,  in  addition  to  her  other 
duties,  carried  out  inspections  in  17  factories  and  12  work¬ 
rooms  where  women  were  employed,  and  reported  10  defects 
in  factories  and  2  in  workrooms. 


I. — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number 

of 

Premises. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Eaundries) 

61 

4 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Eaundries) 

108 

9 

— 

Workpeaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

II 

I 

— 

Total  . 

180 

14 

— 
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2. — DEFISCTS  I^OUNI). 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars 

1 

Found  i 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Nuisances  under  the 
PuBEic  Heaeth  Acts.* 
Want  of  cleanliness 

17 

15 

Want  of  ventilation 

I 

— 

■ - 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage 

nf  flnnr>s 

Other  nuisances  . . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Trisiiffiriprit  . 

Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  . 

Not  separate  for 
seves  . 

29 

2 

25 

I 

— 

■ — 

Offences  under  the 
Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts. 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bake¬ 
houses  (s.  lOl)  — 

Other  offences  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

55 

43 

— 

— 

♦Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Cinemas,  Etc. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises,  and  they  have 
been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

No  boats  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  the 
branch  of  the  canal  inside  the  borough  not  being  used. 


Schools. 

A  Sanitary  Survey  of  each  school  is  made  three  times  a 
year  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  whose  reports  are  con- 
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sidered  by  the  Education  Authority,  any  necessary  action 
being  taken.  During  the  year  one  school  has  been  closed, 
and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  others  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  In  one  or  two  improvements  in  the  sanitary 
conveniences  are  under  consideration. 

When  absence  from  school  is  suspected  to  be  due  to  illness, 
duplicate  reports  are  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer  and  to  the  M.O.H.  Where  necessary 
the  School  Nurse  visits  the  home  to  investigate. 

Convalescents  from  infectious  disease  and  contacts, 
who  have  been  excluded  from  school,  are  reported  to  the 
Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  by  the  M.O.H. ,  and  are  seen 
by  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  at  the  School  Clinic  before 
being  allowed  to  return  to  school. 


IV.— HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

From  8o  to  90%  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  working- 
class  dwellings.  There  are  no  actual  unhealthy  areas,  but 
there  are  several  courts  where  the  standard  of  housing  is 
low  and  the  circulation  of  air  not  good. 

A  shortage  of  houses  still  exists  quite  definitely  although 
the  actual  extent  of  it  may  be  difficult  to  assess. 

The  original  estimate  in  1919  was  460  houses,  and  since 
that  time  the  population  has  increased  by  over  1,000,  re¬ 
presenting  say  200  houses.  The  houses  built  during  the  last 
five  years  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Corporation. 

Subsidy. 

Other. 

Total. 

1921 

92 

— ■ 

4 

96 

1922 

95 

- — • 

5 

100 

19^3 

— 

4 

18 

22 

1924 

40 

5S 

8 

106 

1925 

59 

58 

9 

126 

Totai. 

286 

120 

44 

450 
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I'his  would  suggest  that  at  least  another  200  houses  are 
needed  at  present.  If  50  per  annum  are  to  be  built  to  allow 
for  increase  in  population,  wastage,  etc.  (the  pre-war  average 
was  90)  then  the  present  rate  of  building,  say  120  houses  a 
year,  would  take  three  full  years  to  overcome  the  shortage 
during  which  time,  the  overcrowding  and  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  would  be  gradually  abated.  It  should  be  stated  that 
the  Corporation  have  purchased  further  land,  and  contemplate 
the  erection  of  another  140  houses  thereon. 

During  the  period  under  review  one  large  works  has  been 
extended  and  one  new  works  established  in  the  town.  This 
latter  firm  is  erecting  60  houses  as  a  first  instalment  for  the 
housing  of  its  employees. 


Overcrowding. 

From  the  census  figures  it  is  found  that  1,688  persons 
were  overcrowded  in  the  sense  that  there  were  more  than 
two  persons  per  room  where  they  lived  (room  means  living 
rooms,  bedrooms,  or  kitchens,  but  not  sculleries  or  bathrooms). 

A  recent  census  of  563  Corporation  houses  showed  that 
167  of  them  contained  lodgers,  94  of  them  housing  more  than 
one  married  couple.  As  these  tenants  are  discouraged  from 
taking  lodgers,  or  actually  forbidden  to  do  so,  it  is  reasonable 
to  assume  that  conditions  elsewhere  in  the  town  are  at  least 
similar,  and  experience  bears  this  out.  On  this  basis  it  might 
be  reckoned  that  there  are  some  900  married  couples  in 
lodgings.  All  of  these,  of  course,  are  not  in  need  of  a  house 
for  themselves,  and  many  could  not  afford  to  pay  the  rent. 
Their  numbers,  however,  have  some  bearing  on  the  question 
of  the  extent  of  overcrowding. 

The  main  cause  of  overcrowding  has  been  the  scarcity  of 
houses,  while  difficulty  in  finding  money  to  pay  the  rent 
often  has  to  be  met  by  taking  in  lodgers. 

Corporation  houses  have  been  allotted  as  far  as  possible 
to  the  most  needy  cases,  provided  there  is  a  reasonable  pros¬ 
pect  that  the  family  will  be  able  to  pay  the  rent.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  in  a  few  cases  with  large  families  of  children  of  school 
age  and  under  there  is  little  hope  of  their  being  able  to  do 
this. 
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Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  fitness  is  reasonably  good,  but 
many  older  working  class  dwellings  are  without  a  damp  proof 
course,  and  the  walls  on  the  ground  floor  cannot  be  made 
really  dry.  Some  houses  have  single  brick  walls,  are  too 
shut  in  from  light  and  air,  or  suffer  from  general  decay,  and 
continue  to  be  occupied  owing  to  lack  of  alternative  ac¬ 
commodation. 

There  are  still  houses  without  inside  water  supply  and 
with  no  sinks.  Internal  decoration  is  usually  left  to  the 
tenant,  sometimes  even  on  re-letting,  and  squalid  interiors 
are  too  frequently  seen. 


Scarcity  of  houses  means  less  incentive  to  owners  to  keep 
them  in  such  good  condition.  It  should,  however,  be  said 
that  when  the  owner  is  at  fault  the  rent  is  usually  in  arrears, 
and  overcrowding  generally  present  when  the  tenant  is  to 
blame. 


As  far  as  possible  action  regarding  unfit  houses  has  been 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  chiefly  section  91,  only 
a  few  of  the  more  serious  cases  being  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 


An  attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
worst  houses  in  the  town,  where  the  tenants  included  young 
children  by  removing  them  to  new  Corporation  houses  from 
unhealthy  property.  Miss  Suffield  has  visited  these  houses 
regularly,  and  after  over  a  year's  occupation  it  can  be  said 
that  these  families  have  made  good,  and  their  homes  are 
clean  and  healthy.  Twenty-two  families  with  89  children 
were  involved.  The  houses  have  three  bedrooms,  and  a 
bath  which  is  in  the  scullery  ;  and  although  they  are  more 
than  20  to  the  acre,  they  adjoin  land  which  cannot  be  built 
on  and  have  plenty  of  light  and  air.  Further  provision  on 
these  lines  to  house  those  unable  to  pay  the  rent  of  ordinary 
Corporation  houses  is  desirable. 

The  unfit  houses  cleared  by  this  means  have  been  re¬ 
paired  by  the  landlords,  and  let  to  an  agreed  number  of 
tenants  without  children.  These  tenants  had  been  in 
lodgings,  and  their  removal  lessened  overcrowding  elsewhere. 
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Bye-laws. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  for  houses  let  in  lodgings,  or  for 
tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  From  time  to  time  vans  and  sheds 
have  been  used  as  habitations,  and  action  has  been  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  with  the  result  that  they  have 
been  closed,  though  after  considerable  delay  in  some  cases. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  the  shortage  of  houses  is  met  few  such 
cases  will  arise. 


Housing  Statistics  for  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (bl  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

(b)  With  State  a.ssistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  59 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  58 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  1806 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-hou.ses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  71 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  (previously  reported,  93)  reported 
during  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  (2)  (ex¬ 

clusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by  the 
lyocal  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  510 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  by  L/Ocal  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  o 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  215 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  142 

(b)  *by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

*This  item  represents  the  number  of  dustbins  provided 
by  the  Corporation  in  default  of  owners. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  2 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 
fit  u 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  o 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  orders  ...  u 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supply  is  produced  very  largely  within  the 
Borough  or  in  the  surrounding  district.  On  the  whole  it 
appears  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  is  practically  all  distributed 
to  the  houses  by  vendors,  very  little  being  sold  from  milkshops. 

There  still  remains  a  good  deal  to  be  done  as  regards 
cleanliness,  and  more  might  be  attempted  in  the  way  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  access  of  impurities  to  the  milk  during  the  course 
of  milking  and  distributing.  Bacteriological  examination 
has  shown  great  variation  in  the  purity  of  samples  taken,  the 
best  showing  a  count  of  10,000  germs  per  cubic  centimetre, 
while  the  worst  were  over  4,000,000. 

As  the  result  of  a  number  of  intendews,  two  producers 
were  persuaded  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  Grade 
A.  licences,  and  are  supplying  Grade  A.  milk  in  the  Borough 
from  farms  just  outside  the  boundary.  The  Corporation  has 
supported  them  by  reserving  the  contracts  for  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  this  class  of 
milk,  which  not  only  benefits  both  those  undertakings  but 
encourages  the  producers  in  their  efforts  to  place  a  better 
milk  supply  before  the  public.  This  milk  is  sold  to  the  public 
at  a  price  which  is  only  one  penny  a  quart  above  the  price 
of  loose  milk. 


Action  Taken  with  Regard  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  21  cowkeepers  and  25  milk  sellers  registered  within 
the  Borough.  In  addition,  the  names  of  17  persons  who 
reside  outside  and  retail  milk  inside  the  Borough  are  on  the 
Register.  Sixty-six  visits  were  paid  to  the  cowsheds,  and  46 
to  the  milkshops ;  in  each  case  the  occupier’s  attention  was 
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called  to  the  requirements  as  to  cleansing  and  limewashing  J 
these  were  complied  with. 

One  application  for  registration  as  producer  retailer 
was  refused,  the  premises  in  question  being  entirely  unsuitable 
and  without  proper  water  supply. 

(b)  Meat. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  17  tons  8|  cwts.  from  252  carcases,  classified 
as  follows : — Oxen,  129;  sheep,  62  ;  pigs,  34  ;  calves,  27.  In 
69  cases  the  reason  for  condemnation  was  tuberculous  disease 
in  various  forms. 

Much  of  the  meat  condemned  is  from  carcases  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  emergency,  and  sent  into  the  town  for  in¬ 
spection  before  disposal.  The  inspector  is  always  asked  by 
the  butchers  to  see  these  as  many  of  them  are  unfit  for  food. 

With  regard  to  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter  under 
the  new  Regulations,  most  of  the  butchers  have  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  clause  allowing  them  to  give  a  general  notice 
of  slaughtering  at  fixed  times  on  fixed  days,  and  in  doing  so 
have  given  themselves  great  latitude  thus  largely  destroying 
the  value  of  the  regulation.  If  a  public  abattoir  cannot  be 
attained,  it  is  at  least  desirable  that  the  slaughtering  should 
be  concentrated  in  a  smaller  number  of  establishments, 
though  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  can  be  brought  about. 

The  condemned  meat  is  sold  to  a  horse  slaughterer  and 
bone  dealer  to  be  made  into  manure.  It  is  removed  to  the 
Corporation  Depot,  weighed  and  placed  in  a  lock-up  shed, 
where  it  is  treated  with  disinfectant.  The  contractor  is  then 
informed,  and  the  meat  is  weighed  again  before  leaving  the 
Depot. 

Meat  Regulations. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  April,  1925,  and  inspections  have  been  made  of  all 
the  butchers’  premises  and  shops  in  which  bacon  or  other 
meat  is  sold.  At  the  time  of  these  inspections  a  copy  of  the 
Regulations  was  left  with  the  occupier,  and  the  apparent 
intention  of  the  main  sections  explained  to  him,  his  attention 
being  drawn  to  any  matter  requiring  attention.  As  a  result 
of  these  inspections  improvements  have  been  effected  with 
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respect  to  window  slabs,  chopping  blocks,  floors  of  shops, 
ventilation,  etc.  It  was  hoped  at  first  that,  as  a  result  of 
these  Regulations,  all  meat  exposed  for  sale  in  shops  would 
be  protected  from  contamination  due  to  open  windows,  but 
this  is  not  expressly  laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  and  some 
of  the  butchers  allege  that  closing  the  windows  would  seriously 
interfere  with  their  trade.  As  a  result,  others,  who  at  first 
agreed  to  keep  their  windows  closed,  have  gradually  returned 
to  the  open  window. 

The  Regulation  as  to  covering  meat  during  transport 
is  fairly  well  carried  out.  Many  of  the  butchers  possess 
covered  vans,  although  some  carelessness  is  shown  by  the 
inefficient  covering  of  small  portions  of  meat  carried  on  bicycles 
or  handcarts. 

The  wholesale  dealer  has  provided  those  of  his  men 
who  handle  the  meat  with  overalls. 

The  provision  of  pumps  for  the  inflation  of  carcases 
has  been  general. 

Another  matter  which  is  causing  a  little  difficulty  is  the 
Regulation  forbidding  the  cleansing  of  tripe  in  slaughter¬ 
houses,  although  this  is  not  done  to  a  serious  extent. 

In  most  of  the  butchers’  shops  notices  are  shown  asking 
customers  not  to  handle  the  meat. 

As  a  whole,  the  Regulations  have  had  a  good  effect  in 
increasing  the  interest  and  care  taken  in  handling  and  pre¬ 
paring  food. 


Classification  of  Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925. 
Registered  ...  ii  9 

Licensed  ...  ii  ii 


In  Dec.,  1925. 
9 

II 


22 


20 


20 


(c)  other  Foods. 

Regular  investigations  were  made  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  bakehouses  and  other  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured  or  exposed  for  sale.  The  bakehouses  are  kept 
in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  The  Market  HaU  was  also 
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regularly  inspected,  and  the  meat,  fish,  and  other  foodstuffs 
on  sale  there  found  to  be  in  sound  condition,  but  occasionally 
loose  joints  of  meat  brought  from  a  distance  are  noticeably 
of  poor  quality,  although  inspection  of  any  of  the  pieces 
shows  nothing  definitely  unwholesome. 

Unfortunately  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  food 
trade  is  not  uniformly  high.  There  is  much  unnecessary 
exposure  of  food  stuffs  such  as  bread,  pastry,  sweets  and  other 
articles,  permitting  pollution  by  dust  and  flies.  In  these 
matters,  and  in  the  case  of  butchers’  meat  exposed  to  dust 
and  mud,  public  opinion  is  an  important  matter.  As  soon 
as  careless  and  selfish  traders  find  that  customers  are  passing 
them  by  to  deal  where  cleanliness  is  a  first  consideration 
they  will  make  a  rapid  improvement.  Money  talks  ! 

During  the  year  45  specimens  of  tinned  food  and  6J 
stones  of  fish  were  condemned  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
food. 


VI.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  period  since  1920. 


Disease. 


1921 


1922 


1923 


Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

Pneumonia  . 

Dysentery  . 

Chicken  Pox  . 


78 

31 

9 

I 

6 


I 


23 

I 


58 

35 

1 

8 

5 

2 


lOI 

20 

6 

4 

I 

8 


1924 


56 

31 

6 

3 


13 

24 

169 


1925 


99 

10 

2 

2 

4 


3 

56 

2 

106 


*This  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  August,  1923. 


It  wiU  be  noticed  that  the  town  has  been  comparatively 
free  from  Diphtheria,  but  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  more  prevalent, 
missed  cases  of  the  latter  disease  of  a  mild  character  being 
not  uncommon  and  often  hard  to  trace. 
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The  following  are  details  of  the  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year : 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . Cases  . 

Deaths . 

Diphtheria  . Cases  . 

Deaths  . . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . Cases  . 

Deaths  . . . 

Pneumonia  . Cases  . 

Deaths  . . . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  Cases  . 

Deaths  . . . 

1  Erysipelas  . Cases  . 

1  Deaths  . . . 

i 

Dysentery .  Cases  . 

i  Deaths  ... 

I  Chicken  Pox  . Cases  . 

Deaths  . . . 
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Notified  in  1924.  t  Transferable. 


Small  Pox. 

No  cases  have  occurred  during  the  period  since  1920. 

In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  mild  Small  Pox  in  the 
country  generally,  Chicken  Pox  was  made  notifiable  in  1923 
for  twelve  months,  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  the  order 
was  made  permanent.  As  far  as  possible  cases  not  under 
the  care  of  a  doctor  are  visited  by  the  M.O.H.  so  that  the 
diagnosis  may  be  confirmed. 

During  1925  the  Council  became  members  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  Board,  and  thus 
permanent  provision  has  been  made  for  isolating  any  cases 
of  Small  Pox  which  may  occur. 

Vaccination  Statistics. — The  subjoined  figures  for 
1924  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  Stafford  Union. 


Births  registered...  ...  ...  .  622 

Successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  234 

Insusceptible  .  2 

Exemptions  ...  ...  ...  340 

Died  unvaccinated  ...  ...  ...  29 

Removed  . .  17 


622 


The  value  of  vaccination,  both  as  a  protection  to  in¬ 
dividuals  from  attack  and  as  an  essential  weapon  in  stamping 
out  the  disease  when  introduced,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasised.  This  has  been  amply  proved  during  recent 
years,  areas  where  vaccination  is  unpopular  failing  to  get  rid 
of  the  disease,  which  smoulders  on,  while  others  not  so 
handicapped  have  got  clear  of  infection  in  a  week  or  two. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Few  cases  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  An 
outbreak  took  place  in  the  autumn  reaching  its  height  in 
October,  during  which  month  there  were  24  cases.  For  a 
few  weeks  the  hospital  was  full,  and  removal  had  to  be  re¬ 
fused  in  several  instances,  but  during  November  conditions 
again  became  normal.  In  all  there  were  ninety-nine  cases 
with  one  death  following  nephritis. 
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Seventy-seven  houses  were  infected.  One  house  had 
four  cases  ;  two,  three  cases  each  ;  eleven,  two  cases  each  ; 
and  63  houses  had  single  cases.  Three  cases  were  removed 
from  the  Infirmary  and  one  from  the  Cottage  Homes. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  domestic  overcrowding — 
in  the  infected  houses  there  were  0.84  rooms  per  person  as 
compared  with  1.13  for  the  town  as  a  whole.  The  houses 
where  multiple  cases  occurred  were  more  crowded  having 
0.76  rooms  per  person. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford  3.41  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  2.36. 

Diphtheria. 

Only  ten  cases  occurred  involving  eight  houses,  three 
cases  occurring  in  one  house.  There  was  one  death  in  a 
child  who  was  moribund  when  medical  aid  was  sought. 

The  infected  houses  had  only  0.85  rooms  per  person. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford  0.34  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  1.23. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  is  offered  through  the 
Welfare  Centre  for  children  under  school  age  ;  but  up  to  the 
present  only  a  few  parents  have  taken  advantage  of  this. 

Pneumonia. 

Fifty-six  cases  were  notified,  with  fifteen  deaths.  Steps 
are  taken  to  obtain  assistance,  such  as  nursing  or  extra  nour¬ 
ishment,  when  it  is  required.  The  relief  for  such  necessitous 
cases  has  been  obtained  from  the  Aids  Committee  of  the 
Guild  of  Social  Welfare  and  from  the  Guardians. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  and  one  patient  notified  in 
1924  died  during  the  year. 

Erysipelas. 

Two  cases  were  notified  ;  there  were  no  deaths. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford  0.06  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  0.39. 
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Dysentery. 

Two  children  in  the  same  family  were  found  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  this  disease,  one  being  moribund  when  the  doctor 
was  called  in.  No  source  for  the  infection  could  be  found, 
and  no  further  cases  occurred. 


Chicken  Pox. 

One  hundred  and  six  cases  were  notified,  83  by  doctors  ; 
in  the  other  cases  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  the  M.O.H, 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

These  are  referred  to  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Section. 


Bacteriological. 

The  County  laboratory  at  Wolverhampton*,  provided 
by  the  Stafford  County  Council,  undertakes  bacteriological 
examinations  in  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis, 
Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  and  Malaria  ;  and  also 
the  Wassermann  test  for  S3^hilis.  This  service  is  available, 
without  charge,  to  medical  practitioners.  All  Diphtheria 
cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  are  thus  tested  for  freedom 
from  infection  before  discharge.  It  is  also  desirable  that 
those  who  have  been  in  close  contact  with  a  case  of  Diphtheria 
should  be  tested,  in  case  they  are  harbouring  infection,  and 
arrangements  are  made  to  get  this  done  as  far  as  possible. 
Where  necessary  a  virulence  test  is  carried  out  to  enable  a 
persistent  carrier  of  non-virulent  bacilli  to  be  released  from 
unnecessary  restrictions. 

During  the  year  reports  on  the  following  were  received 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  ...  ...  407 

„  „  „  „  (Virulence  Test)  3 

Specimens  examined  for  Dysentery  ...  ...  i 

Blood  examined  for  Widal  reaction  ...  ...  3 

Sputum  examined  for  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  22 

*The  Laboratory  has  now  (1926)  removed  to  Lichfield. 
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Issue  oi  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  £tc. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  are  available  at  the 
public  expense  for  necessitous  cases.  These  are  used  b.y 
medical  practitioners  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
or  possible  Diphtheria,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  such  treatment  should  be  commenced  without  waiting 
for  bacteriological  confirmation,  and  so  losing  valuable 
time.  Few,  if  any,  cases  of  this  disease  will  fail  to  do  well  if 
given  a  sufiicient  dose  of  antitoxin  on  the  first  day  of  the 
illness. 

Diphtheria  Toxin- Antitoxin  is  provided  for  the  use  of 
medical  practitioners  in  protecting  those  children  whose 
parents  desire  it. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  were  admitted,  classified 
as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Stafford 

Borough. 

Stafford 

Rural 

District. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

9 

96 

Diphtheria . 

lo 

2 

12 

Diphtheria  carrier . 

I 

— 

I 

Tonsilitis  . 

4 

3 

7 

Erythema  . 

3 

3 

Total  . 

105 

14 

119 

There  were  three  deaths  during  the  year,  two  from 
Diphtheria,  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

My  gratitude  is  again  due  to  the  Matron  (Miss  Singleton) 
for  her  successful  management  of  the  hospital. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  disinfestation  of  verminous 
persons.  For  infected  articles  a  high  pressure  steam  disin¬ 
fector  is  used.  This  is  stationed  at  the  Corporation  Depot. 

Infected  premises  are  disinfected  by  formalin  spray  or 
fumigation. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Analysis  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  year 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulrnonary 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  I 

_ _ 

. 

I 

- 

— , 

- - 

I—  5 

— 

_ _ 

I 

I 

— • 

I 

I 

5—10 

I 

I 

3 

2 

— 

— 

I 

— 

10—15 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

15—20 

5 

5 

I 

2 

I 

I 

— 

— 

20—25 

4 

3 

2 

■ — - 

• — 

I 

■ — 

■ — 

25—35 

10 

7 

I 

— 

3 

4 

— ■ 

I 

35—45 

7 

3 

I 

5 

3 

_ 

— 

45—55 

5 

5 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

I 

55—65 

2 

— 

I 

_ _ _ 

I 

I 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

I 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

35 

26 

12 

6 

15 

12 

2 

.  3 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

One  milk  seller  in  the  town  was  affected  by  these  regula¬ 
tions.  The  position  was  explained  to  him,  and  he  transferred 
the  business  to  other  premises  where  it  was  carried  on  by  a 
member  of  his  family.  No  further  action  was  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  Tuberculosis  in  the  Borough, 
for  which  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Parkinson  : — 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  Stafford 
for  1925  was  1. 10,  which  is  considerably  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years.  On  only  two  occasions  has  it 
been  less. 


Year. 

Number  of  deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Pul. 

Non -Pul. 

Pul. 

Non -Pul. 

Total. 

1916 

24 

10 

1. 12 

0.  46 

r.58 

68 

1917 

19 

6 

0.  80 

0.25 

1.05 

46 

1918 

34 

2 

I.  40 

0. 08 

I.  48 

51 

1919 

25 

7 

0.94 

0.  26 

I.  20 

65 

1920 

30 

9 

1.08 

0.32 

1 . 40 

61 

1921 

30 

7 

1.03 

0.  24 

1 . 27 

53 

1922 

29 

7 

0.99 

0.24 

1.23 

40 

1923 

26 

2 

0.88 

0. 07 

0.95 

57 

1924 

29 

6 

IH 

0 

M 

0.  21 

1.22 

56 

1925 

27 

5 

0.93 

0.  17 

I .  ro 

79 

Average  for 

England  and  Wales  (1924) 

0.  84 

0.  22 

1 . 06 
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The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  on  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1924,  was  210  and  there  have  been  79  fresh  noti¬ 
fications  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  25  names  removed 
on  account  of  death  in  notified  cases,  and  six  others  who  have 
left  the  district,  42  persons  have  been  discharged  as  “  cured  " 
as  no  signs  or  symptoms  of  Tuberculosis  could  be  found  in  the 
preceding  five  years  in  the  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
or  in  the  preceding  three  years  in  the  case  of  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis.  The  register,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  1925 
contained  the  names  of  216  persons  who  have  been  notified 
as  suffering  from  some  form  of  Tuberculosis.  Five  cases 
notified  in  1913  are  still  alive,  in  addition  to  14  regarded  as 
cured.  Not  infrequently  Tuberculosis  does  not  kill  the 
victim  but  may  sometimes  continue  as  a  more  or  less  disabling 
disease  throughout  a  long  life.  The  majority  of  fatal  cases 
suffer  for  a  period  of  about  seven  years  before  they  finally 
succumb. 

Notification.- — As  seven  persons  died  without  previous 
notification  there  has  been  no  improvement  with  respect 
to  this  important  requirement.  On  enquir\%  Dr.  Macnab 
ascertained  that  one  un-notified  death  occurred  at  the  Mental 
Hospital  and  one  at  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary.  With  regard 
to  the  remaining  five  cases,  two  were  cases  of  Meningitis  of 
very  short  duration,  and  in  the  other  cases  the  medical 
attendants  believed  they  had  been  notified. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Un-notified  Deaths. 

Average  interval 
between  notification 
and  Death. 

1915 

12 

6.7  months 

1916 

6 

10.8 

1917 

5 

8.9 

1918 

17 

18.4 

1919 

15 

12.9 

1920 

II 

8.5 

1921 

5 

9-5 

1922 

8 

20.7 

1923 

4 

13-3 

1924 

8 

18.4 

1925 

7 

18.1  „ 

Occupation. — Seven  of  the  27  recorded  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  persons  engaged  in  the 
shoe  trade. 

Taking  the  Census  returns  of  1921  for  those  engaged  in 
the  shoe  trade  as  correct  for  1925  (1,238  males  and  903  females) 
this  corresponds  with  a  death  rate  per  1,000  for  : — 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.04 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.21 
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No  doubt  the  female  death  rate  is  too  low,  as  some 
whose  occupation  is  given  as  “  Housewife”  no  doubt  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease  previous  to  marriage  and  some  at  least  of 
these  were  probably  engaged  in  the  shoe  trade.  The  Registrar 
General,  in  his  supplement  to  the  75th  Annual  Report  for  the 
years  1910,  1911,  1912  (which  is  the  latest  available)  gives  for 
the  Boot,  Shoe,  and  Slipper  makers  of  Northamptonshire 
and  Leicestershire  a  standardised  death  rate  from  Phthisis 
in  males  2.35  which  corresponds  fairly  accurately  with 
the  Stafford  crude  average  of  2.59  for  the  last  ii  years  but 
the  rate  for  1925  is  considerably  above  the  average.  The 
corresponding  information  as  to  the  female  death  rate  is  not 
available.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Patten  and  Clog 
makers  of  Lancashire  have  a  still  higher  death  rate,  viz.,  2.63. 


Proportion  of  Deaths  at  Different  Age  Periods. 


Age. 

Age. 

14  &  under 

Males 

6% 

35—44 

Males 

16% 

Females 

3% 

Females 

6% 

T 

H 

Males 

3% 

45—54 

Males 

16% 

Females 

6% 

Females 

9% 

25—34 

Males 

9% 

55  and  over 

Males 

3% 

Females 

19% 

Females 

3% 

It  will  be 

seen  that  while  the  most  fatal  period  for 

females 

is  from  25  to  34  years  of  age,  that  for  males  is  considerably 
later.  Only  two  deaths  over  55  are  recorded  during  1925. 


Treatment. — There  is  accommodation  for  257  adults 
and  37  children  in  the  Sanatoria  maintained  by  the  Joint 
Committee.  The  beds  are  not  rationed  to  the  various  au¬ 
thorities  in  the  area,  but  calculated  on  a  population  basis, 
the  following  would  be  available  for  the  Stafford  Borough  : — 


Prestwood  Sanatorium  .  Men 

Edge  View  Hospital .  Men 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  Women 

Yarnfield  Hospital  .  Women 

Himley  .  Children 


6 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Surgical  cases  are  treated  at  various  hospitals  where 
beds  are  available  as  Biddulph  Orthopaedic  Hospital  is  no 
longer  open  for  the  reception  of  Staffordshire  cases. 
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Forty  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Stafford  were  admitted 
as  in-patients  to  the  following  Institutions  during  1925  : — 


No. 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  15 

Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Hospital  5 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  7 

Yamfield  Tuberculosis  Hospital  2 

Himley  Children's  Sanatorium  7 

Orthopaedic  Hospitals  4 


Av’ge  duration 
of  treatment.  • 

18  weeks 

>  f 

}  y 

f  y 

y  y 

y  9 


29 

II 

16 

18 

34 


Average  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  Stafford  Dis¬ 
pensary  every  month  ; — Adults,  42  ;  Children,  64. 

The  influence  of  purer  milk  is  not  likely  to  make  itself 
fully  felt  till  all  milk  becomes  Grade  “  A  ”  milk  and  even 
then  the  full  effects  will  not  become  apparent  for  some  years. 


That  energetic  steps  should  be  taken  to  reduce  the  number 
of  germs,  and  especially  the  Tubercle  BaciUus,  in  milk,  be¬ 
comes  apparent  when  it  is  reported  that  about  8%  of  all  milk 
arriving  at  Birmingham  and  Liverpool  contains  living  tubercle 
bacilli.  The  danger  of  large  doses  of  these  germs  to  children 
under  10  years  of  age  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  70%  of  all 
cases  of  enlarged  glands,  and  25%  of  diseased  bones  and  joints 
is  due  to  infection  with  the  bacilli  derived  from  milk.  More 
than  half  of  those  who  suffer  from  Lupus,  one  of  the  most 
disfiguring  of  all  diseases,  have  been  similarly  infected  and 
50%  of  abdominal  tuberculosis  is  due  to  the  same  cause. 
It  has  been  calculated  that  in  19  ii  over  three  thousand 
persons  died  in  England  and  Wales  from  the  effects  of  Bovine 
Tuberculosis. 


After-care. — Owing  to  unforeseen  difficulties  the  scheme 
for  the  formation  of  an  After-care  Committee  for  Stafford 
could  not  be  carried  out,  but  the  Stafford  Guild  of  Social 
Welfare  have  now  agreed  to  undertake  the  duties,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  during  the  year  1926  it  will  become  fully  operative. 
Mr.  Morton,  the  Guild  Secretary,  has  been  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  formulate  a  workable  scheme.  An  annual  grant  up 
to  £2  per  case  relieved  is  made  by  the  Joint  Committee 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  After-care  Committee,  but  it 
cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the  primary  aim  of  the 
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Committee  is  not  to  relieve  distress  amongst  the  tuberculous 
but  rather  to  help  them  to  become  sefi  supporting.  All 
cases  are  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  the  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  main 
objects  of  the  work  : — 

1.  To  allay  any  fears  that  may  exist  as  to  the  danger 
of  infection  in  early  cases,  subject  to  the  patient 
taking  reasonable  precautions. 

2.  Finding  suitable  employment  and  providing  clothing 
and  food  in  necessitous  cases. 

3.  The  provision  of  beds  and  bedding  to  enable  patients 
to  sleep  alone. 

4.  When  necessary  to  assist  the  families  of  patients 
who  are  under  treatment  in  residential  institutions. 

5.  To  take  a  general  interest  in  the  welfare  of  cases 
submitted  to  their  care,  and  if  necessary  to  visit 
them  at  their  own  homes.  These  visits  are  not  in¬ 
tended  to  take  the  place  of  the  visits  paid  by  the 
Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  Council. 

HEAI.TH  Visiting. — The  Health  Visitors  have  paid  73 
Primary  visits  to  Tuberculous  persons  on  notification  and 
786  subsequent  visits.  The  housing  difficulty  is  still  acute 
and  even  infectious  cases  cannot  always  arrange  to  sleep 
alone.  The  following  table  refers  to  the  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  whose 
sputum  Tubercle  Bacilli  have  at  some  time  been  found. 


Having  separ- 

Separate  beds  but 

Bed  shared  with 

ate  bedroom. 

room  shared  with 

Shelters 

One. 

More  than  one. 

One. 

More  than  one. 

15 

4 

6 

18 

4 

I 

The  total  number  of  cases  in  whose  sputum  Tubercle 
Bacilli  have  at  some  time  been  found  is  68. 

Shelters  have  been  provided  by  the  Joint  Committee 
for  use  by  patients  residing  in  the  area,  but  many  of  the 
worst  cases  are  not  well  enough  to  sleep  outside,  and  they  are 
not  always  willing  to  be  removed  to  Hospital  even  when 
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accommodation  is  available.  There  is  no  doubt  that  patients 
do  much  better  in  shelters  than  when  they  sleep  in  small 
ill-ventilated  rooms,  but  it  requires  a  considerable  amount  of 
determination  to  persevere  with  the  treatment,  especially 
during  the  winter  months. 

A.  H.  PARKINSON, 

Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Staffs.,  Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley  Joint  Committee  for 
Tuberculosis. 


VII.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births  Acts. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  was  448,  of  these 
384  were  notified  by  Midwives,  35  by  parents,  and  29  by 
doctors.  Thirty-nine  other  births  are  known  to  have  occurred. 
Thus  of  the  *  487  births  taking  place  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  92%  were  notified  in  accordance  with  the  above 
Acts. 

*Not  to  be  confused  with  486  births  registered  as  belonging 
to  the  district,  some  of  which  took  place  outside  it,  nor 
with  those  registered  locally  in  1925,  some  of  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  1924. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  in  regard  to  Infant 


Welfare  : — 

Births  Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  455 

Re-visits  .  1733 

Ante-natal  visits  Primary  ...  ...  ...  80 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  49 

Visits  to  older  children  (i — 5)  ...  ...  ...  1480 

Enquiries  into  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  21 

Infant  Life  Protection  (Children’s  Act,  1908)  ...  31 

Unclassified  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 
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Iniant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  new  premises  at  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street, 
were  opened  in  June,  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  being  present, 
although  no  formal  ceremony  was  held.  They  comprise  a 
large  waiting  room,  “  talk”  room,  weighing  room,  doctor’s 
room,  and  kitchen,  while  outside  a  pramyard  with  shed  is 
provided.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  have 
secured  the  use  of  these  premises  on  Mondays  and  Wednes¬ 
days,  and  the  centre  is  open  from  lo  a.m.  to  noon  and  2  to 
4  p.m.  on  those  days.  Ante-natal  consultations  are  held 
on  alternate  Wednesday  mornings.  The  average  attendance 
per  week  has  greatly  increased  since  the  removal  of  the 
Centre  from  the  Borough  Hall  to  these  more  suitable  premises, 
and  Wednesday  is  more  convenient  to  some  mothers  than 
Monday. 

Ante-natal  consultations  being  a  new  venture  only  a  few 
mothers  attended  during  the  year,  but  the  numbers  show  a 
steady  increase  in  1926. 


In  addition  to  the  10  infants  who  died  soon  after  birth, 
27  still  births  occurred  during  the  year — a  total  of  37  deaths 
due  to  ante-natal  causes,  some  of  which  it  may  be  hoped 
are  preventable. 


vShort  talks  to  mothers  are  now  given  at  the  Centre 
during  some  of  the  afternoon  sessions,  as  the  new  premises 
contain  suitable  accommodation  for  this. 


Co-operation  with  midwifery  service  is  encouraged  by 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  mid  wives  from  the  District  Nursing 
Association  attends  at  the  afternoon  sessions  to  assist. 


Number  of  Consultation  days 
New  cases  registered 
Total  attendances 

Average  attendance  per  week  : 
Jan. — May  (one  session) 
June — Dec.  (two  sessions) 

Ante-natal  consultations  : 

New  cases  registered 
Subsequent  attendances 


74 

258 

3712 

56 

95 


4 

17 


Thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Maternity  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare  for  regular  assistance  on 
Centre  days,  an  indispensable  help  in  the  running  of  the 
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Centre,  also  for  loan  of  Maternity  Bags  to  necessitous  cases ; 
to  the  Mayor’s  Fund  for  clothing  for  the  mothers  and  children  ; 
and  to  the  Guild’s  Boot  Fund  for  boots  for  children  under 
school  age. 


Baby  Day. 

The  Baby  Week  Celebrations  were  held  during  the  third 
week  in  July.  Previously,  on  July  2nd,  a  meeting  of  mothers 
and  babies  was  organised  by  the  B.W.T.A.,  the  M.O.H. 
being  present  to  give  an  address. 

A  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  Clergy  and  Ministers  of 
Religion  inviting  their  co-operation  by  preaching  special 
sermons  on  July  I2th. 

Shop  window  displays  were  made  by  the  Chemists  and 
Drapers  supplying  mothers’  and  babies’  garments.  The 
displays  were  all  extremely  good,  and  their  educational  value 
is  undoubted. 

The  new  Welfare  Centre  in  Queen  Street  was  open  to  the 
public  on  Monday,  the  13th.  It  was  visited  by  members  of 
the  general  public,  the  mothers  attending  the  Centre  also 
brought  friends.  The  pram  parade  prizes  were  on  view. 

A  Garden  Party  preceded  by  a  Decorated  Iham  Parade 
was  held  in  the  Victoria  Pleasure  Grounds  on  Wednesday, 
July  15th.  In  all  30  entries  were  received;  the  standard  of 
decoration  was  extremely  good,  and  in  advance  of  the  previous 
year.  Owing  to  the  excellence  of  the  work  it  was  decided  to 
give  each  unsuccessful  competitor  a  small  consolation  prize. 
The  Parade  left  the  Market  Hall,  and  formed  a  procession 
headed  by  the  Borough  MiHtary  Band,  the  Police,  the  Mayor 
in  his  robes  of  office  and  chain,  preceded  by  the  Mace  Bearer, 
followed  by  members  of  the  Town  Council,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee,  the  judges,  and  the  competitors, 
who  made  a  very  interesting  show.  A  large  crowd  lined  the 
route,  which  was  by  way  of  Greengate  Street  and  Newport 
Road  to  the  Victoria  Pleasure  Grounds.  Councillor  Mrs. 
South,  J.P.,  welcomed  the  guests  to  the  Garden  Party,  and 
tea  was  very  expeditiously  served  by  Mrs.  Jackson  and  Mrs. 
Dix,  J.P.,  who  had  a  large  number  of  helpers.  The  Pram 
Parade  prizes  and  Mothercraft  Certificates  were  presented 
by  the  Mayoress.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Miller  presented  the  Blumer 
Shield  medals  and  certificates.  The  winner  of  the  Shield 
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was  photographed  during  the  presentation  ceremony.  The 
judging  for  this  competition  took  place  shortly  before  Baby 
Week,  and  was  kindly  undertaken  by  Dr.  N.  M.  Miller. 

The  Band  played  selections  of  music  until  6-30  p.m.  The 
weather  was  ideal  for  the  occasion. 

Free  Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

This  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  and, 
owing  to  the  persistence  of  unemployment,  has  been  of  great 
value  in  enabling  these  mothers  to  feed  their  children  satis¬ 
factorily.  Number  of  applications  received,  90.  Of  these, 
76  were  granted  and  14  refused.  The  numbers  on  the  list 
rose  from  31  on  January  ist  to  45  on  December  31st. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  breast  feeding.  Even 
in  those  cases  where  it  has  already  been  given  up,  a  fresh  start 
is  often  made  with  success.  Of  396  children  who  completed 
the  age  of  nine  months  during  1925  : — 

80%  were  breast  fed  at  the  first  visit, 

69  %  were  breast  fed  at  the  end  of  three  months,  and 

57%  were  breast  fed  for  over  six  months,  while 

10%  were  artificially  fed  from  birth. 

This  work  is  still  handicapped  by  unwise  advice  given 
by  those  about  the  mother  to  the  effect  that  her  milk  does 
not  suit  the  baby.  Very  often  the  real  fault  is  not  in  the 
milk,  but  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  given.  For  example, 
trouble  often  arises  from  indigestion,  due  to  too  free  a  flow  of 
milk  which  the  mother  has  not  known  how  to  control  even  if 
she  had  recognised  the  cause  of  the  difficulty. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  authorised  to  send  any  necessitous 
cases  attending  the  Centre,  who  require  orthopaedic  treatment, 
to  the  Clinic  in  Stafford,  and  during  the  year  eight  children 
benefitted  by  this.  The  cases  comprised  congenital  de¬ 
formities,  birth  injuries,  and  one  or  two  children  of  migratory 
families  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Rickety  de¬ 
formities. 

Maternity  Beds. 

During  the  year  the  Infirmary  Board  have  given  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  possibility  of  providing  maternity  beds 
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in  connection  with  the  institution,  but  up  to  the  present 
nothing  has  been  arranged. 

The  size  of  the  town  would  not  appear  to  justify  the 
provision  of  a  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  but  if  an  annexe 
to  the  Infirmary  could  be  provided  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
would  fin  a  great  want,  both  in  cases  of  abnormal  labour  and 
in  those  cases  where  the  mothers’  home  conditions  were 
unsatisfactory.  The  difficulty  of  financing  any  such  scheme 
appears  to  be  considerable. 

Co-ordination  with  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Abnormal  children  are,  as  far  as  possible,  reported  to 
the  School  Medical  Department  on  reaching  school  age. 

Information  with  regard  to  houses  infected  with  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  is  largely  derived  from  reports  received 
from  the  school  teachers  by  arrangement  with  the  School 
Medical  Department,  and  any  homes  where  there  are  children 
under  five  are  visited. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  died.  The  patient 
who  died  was  a  visitor,  so  the  death  was  transferable  to  her 
place  of  residence,  and  does  not  appear  in  the  local  statistics. 

Case  rate  per  i,ooo  living,  for  Stafford  0.07  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  0.06. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  all  of  which  recovered,  but  in 
one  case  there  appears  to  be  some  corneal  opacity  remaining. 

Nursing  assistance  is  supplied  by  the  District  Nursing 
Association. 


Cases 

Vision 

nn- 

inipaired 

Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

blmdness 

Deaths 

At  home 

In  hospital 

4 

4 

0 

3 

I 

0 

0 

45 


Measles. 

The  outbreak  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  continued 
through  the  first  five  or  six  months  of  the  year.  The  Health 
Visitors  paid  187  primary  and  73  re-visits  to  cases  which  were 
notified  to  the  Health  Department  by  parents  or  through 
schools.  Where  necessary  one  of  the  District  Nurses  attended, 
and  in  the  great  majority  medical  advice  was  obtained. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  severity  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report.  The  five  deaths 
were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  occurring  during 
convalescence.  The  Health  Visitors  made  no  primary  and 
30  secondary  visits. 


Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  cause,  but 
little  or  no  infantile  diarrhoea  is  known  to  have  occurred 
during  the  year. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  were  notified,  but  one  of  the  children  attending 
the  orthopaedic  clinic  appears  to  have  slight  Infantile  paralysis. 
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